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Executive Summary

This report is annual media freedom report covers the journalist
detentions and media house shutdowns in Somaliland with
accurate dates reported and recorded by the hotline service and
legal Aid department of SOLJA with the period they have being
in detention the report classifies the additional sector and case
related factor analysis. Other notable regulations and executive

orders is being reported in this media freedom report of this year.

The impoverishment of the print media especially the newspapers
in Somaliland is true fact of the media industry is changing its
landscape and they are getting out of the news provision
productiveness and audience coverage of media pluralism is very

rare in Somaliland.

SOLJA put much efforts to advance and upgrade the working
environment of the media in Somaliland, through advocacy,
capacity building, and legal aid support although this year was a
challenging for the journalists and the media houses, they were
dealing working with specific measures of Covid19 and the spread

prevention.

Acting Executive Director of SOLJA

Ilyas Abdilahi Abdirahman
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JOUNRALIST DETENTIONS

Jan 11 2020 (Hargeisa, Somaliland): Somaliland court hands
down one year jail sentence to Horn Cable TV editor, Abdikadir
Saleban Asayr (Coday) and it was taken to the court where the
government attorney read a charge sheet accusing the journalist
of spreading propaganda against Egal International Airport, he
government attorney was referring a news report on 2 November,
2019 about an air safety related incident involving Flydubai. And
finally the 13* January the editor was released and Somaliland

Journalist Association solved the case, after harsh period held in

Jail.

January 19 2020 —Abdirahman Mohamed Hiddig, Eryal TV
reporter in Erigavo, Sanaag region following a Facebook post
deemed critical to a senior government official, Somaliland
regional court sentenced 21 months of jail and fines, Somaliland
Journalist Association condemns that unfair jail term and cash
fines imposed on journalist Abdirahman Mohamed Hiddig in
Erigavo and call for his immediate release and these charges be

quashed without any condition.

May 24 2020 Cimran Hussien a journalist based in Borama has
been detained for two days after he covered news reports of
demonstrations from the government action to move homes
public he has been released on bail after one day he was captured
one more time governor for the first time and the interest of the
vice-president which was planning to construct a new Centre for

the orphans.
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08 June 2020 Ali Fahad a reporter from SAAB TV based in
Hargeisa was briefly detained 08 June 2020 due to Facebook post
regarding photos of police vehicle who have crushed a civilian car
and left the driver is injured. He was released a day later, 09 June

2020 with no charges.

16 June 2020 Khadar Rigah reporter of Universal Tv from
Lasanod has been detained about the foxpop he conducted the
topic of the Somalia and Somaliland talks which were following

from the capital of Djibouti.

16 June 2020 Khadar Tarabi a journalist based in was arrested
by the a Criminal Investigation Department Commander released
on the same day IFacebook were arrested for covering a
demonstration on 16 June in Las Anod, in Somaliland, and were

held for 24 hours on the provincial governor’s orders
18 June 2020 Jabir Said Duale, X2

A journalist also known as “Bulshawi,” who works for privately-
owned Horyaal24 TV .. He was arrested twice, on 16 and 22 June,
for filming an allegedly illegal protest in Erigavo about the failure
to include civil society representatives in the historic peace
talks that the presidents of Somalia and Somaliland have just
held in an attempt to solve problems resulting from Somaliland’s
decision to break away in 1991. He was released on 28 June after

being held for seven days in the city of Erigavo

17 June 2020 Yusuf Jama Hersi, Wajaale News has been arrested
for business related news content that he published on Wajaale
News he was arrested with warrant he was in detention for four
days after SOLJA advocated his release, he has been released.
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18 July 2020 Somaliland Journalists Association condemns the
arrest of the owner of ASTAAN Tv Abdimanan Yusuf Mohamed
CEO being in detention till now. After the security forces caught
him on the evening night of the 18 July 2020 from one hotels in
the downtown of Hargeisa, in the efforts to uncover what has
caused his arrest and accessed all the security forces specifically
the intelligence department, but they did not give any official
response for the purpose he was arrested. On 27 July was brought

to the court and rammanded for a further investigation.

23 August 2020 Liban Osman a journalist from Eryal TV has
been arrested in the Criminal Investigative Department CID after
he interviewed a women who has decorated her home the flag of
Somalia she was in the police station and he broadcasted her

interview from the Television he was released on 29 August 2020.

24 August 2020 Journalist Abdiqadir Abdirahman Habane has
been arrested from Guleid Hotel by the Criminal Investigative
Department officials after they presented a an arrest warrant due
to reporting sanitation of food factory in Hargiesa a year ago. His

arrest was after the factory owners who were searching him.

26 August 2020 Siciid Muuse Farah from BC24 was arrested by
the governor of Erigavo from a report clip from a comedy of the
governor ensuring the social services, include the water

availability.

04 September 2020 Abdifatah Ismail Caarshe — A journalist who
writes and publishes online media include Baraarug news website
and other social media channels such as a Youtube channel. He
was caught on the 1 o’clock midnight putting a bullet on his
head, the forces don’t have warrant for their arrest. His search

and capture was motivated by a news report regarding the
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minister of the ministry of Social affairs and Family, with the
minister of ministry of internal affairs and minister of the
ministry of energy and minerals. He was arrested and released
after a court fined him 1 Million Sl Shilings. As reported from the
plaintiff.

14 Sep 2020 Ilyas Abdi Ali a freelancer journalist and
humanitarian reporter to Ergo was arrested due to series
Facebook posts regarding the detention of the owner of Astaan
Tv who is arrested for politically motivated case while is case the

was on court .

18 October 2020 Maxamed Shaqale was arrested by the security
committee of the lasanod city on Monday 19th October The
Somaliland Journalists Association (SOLJA) has criticized the
SOOL regional security committee for jailing the journalist, who
was remanded in custody for seven days and he was released on
21st of October.

18 October 2020 Siciid Muuse (Qurbaawi) was arrested in Erigavo
Sanaag region and released on 20th of October 2020

22 October 2020 Barwaqo journalist Hassan Farah, was arrested
at Hargeisa Central Police Station. The reporter which was
working for Sahan TV was filming a group of women protesters
who were protesting against a recent court ruling in the case of a
girl accused of raping an orphanage. A group of women were also

released on the same day evening.

18 November 2020 Hussein Ateye a journalist based in Borama
was arrested for after the interview regarding the audit which was
conducting investigation from the local government of Borama

city. After the journalist was looking for more information from
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the mayor of Borama. The Mayor was the one who has ordered

his arrest.

22 November 2020 Khadar Farah Abshir was arrested after he
posted his social media account that he is producing a program
that he has prepared from the regional insecurity of the eastern
region Sool Lasanod. Which is located the border of the country
with Puntland state of Somalia. He was in detention for 8 days

after the court has remanded him for further investigation.

MEDIA HOUSES SHUT DOWN

25 June 2020 Start tv Closure Star TV was closed for organizing
a debate revealing details about matters discussed at the Djibouti
summit, a week and a half after the presidents of Somaliland and
Somalia met in neighboring Djibouti with the aim of improving
relations, Somaliland Government ordered satellite TV operators

to drop them from the selection of TV channels they offer

27 June 2020 Universal TV Hargeisa Office was accused of
broadcasting coverage of independence celebrations in the Somali
capital, Mogadishu, instead of an address by Somaliland’s
president and as these former European colonies celebrated the

60th anniversaries of their independence.

04 Nov 2020 Somaliland regional court sentenced 5 years in prison
to Abdimanan Yusuf the owner of Astaan TV, suspended the
Astaan TV and fined 1 Million SL Shillings. SOLJA is against

this media targeting and restricting independent media channels.
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OTHER NOTABLE ACTIONS

Somaliland President gave a pardon to a journalist Abdimalik
Muse Coldoon on 06 June 2020 who was in detention for a year
and two months after a politically motivated court sentenced to

three years of prison.

The government imposed a registration of independent media
houses in Somaliland the minister of the ministry of information
and national awareness imposed an executive order to register
their identities. The ministerial degree dated on 25 Nov 2020
argued the legality of these actions. SOLJA expressed the critical
standpoint against which is repressive actions to the media

freedom and freedom of expression and social media taxing.

The social media and Youtubers are also ordered to pay taxes for
their social media accounts. Social media users specifically
Youtubers which are fled from these imposed social media taxing
which is from 30-40% of the income taxing as mentioned by one
of the prominent Youtubers who were interviewed by Universal
Tv.
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Analysis of Annual Detention Cases.

Journalist Detention Cases.

Male Female

Total: 20

19 1

95% | 5%

Detention cases by Gender

0,
100% oo

50%

0%
Male

5%

Female

Warranted vs Unwarranted Cases.
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3 Media house closures.

Regional distribution
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Regional Distribution
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